76*7.    SPEECH AT MEETING OF COMMONWEALTH OF INDIA LEAGUED
LONDON, October 30, 1931
He said there was a great deal of ignorance among the English people as to the real state of affairs in India. There was also false knowledge spread about the history of India He contended that most of the works that the British people read on Indian history were, in his opinion, one-sided. For instance, he pointed out the "Black Hole" of Calcutta It had now been found that it was largely a matter of imagination. There was no such thing as the "Black Hole'*. It had been found by Indian historians and other impartial writers that physically it was impossible to keep so many in that room
I can gi\e many instances from modern history, and later researches have shown as mere fables many things which at one time wrere supposed to be gospel truths. It was therefore the duty of institutions like the Commonwealth League to acquire true knowledge about India with reference to the past as well as the present.
There is also, I see, a conspiracy of silence with reference to the events happening in India. Barbarities, or, I may say, atrocities have been committed in Chittagong. Chittagong is a most important port and town in Bengal. It has a large population and there were, as there are today, large commercial interests An officer was assassinated by a Bengali youth of about 16 years. By way of reprisal, shops were looted and atrocities were committed which aroused even men like the Poet Tagore to indignation.
Many of you may be aware that as a rule that ailing, infirm man never comes out into the public, but spends his time amidst books and dreams, conducting a unique college and school at Santiniketan, experimenting with so many things. He can ill afford to go out, but he could not possibly rest himself on this occasion.
After Chittagong, we have the incident at Hijli, where are kept what are called detenus. Now, you may not know what is meant by a detenu. I shall tell you immediately, A detenu is a
1 The meeting was held at the Central Hall, Westminster, with J. F. Horrabin in the chair.
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